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IT  is  impossible  to  bring  to  the  minds  of  the  majority 
of  those  who  are  present  to-day,  any  adequate  idea 
of  the  condition  of  things  when  the  great  war  for 
the  existence  of  our  republic  came  upon  us.  To  all  who 
are  under  middle  age,  who  did  not  experience  the  storm 
and  stress  of  those  anxious  days,  the  story  of  them  can 
never  bring  them  back  in  their  reality.  To  those  older 
ones  who  passed  through  the  ordeal,  thirty  years  of  busy 
life  have  dimmed  the  memory  and  the  impressions  once 
so  vivid  have  become  almost  like  a dream. 

For  months  before  those  eventful  April  days  in  1861, 
the  political  excitement  of  years  had  been  culminating. 
The  South  had  become  a vast  camp.  The  mere  ex- 
pression of  loyalty  to  the  Union  in  the  streets  of  any 
Southern  city,  would  have  cost  a man  his  life.  Every 
dispatch  from  the  South  brought  with  it  the  news  of  a 
seizure  of  government  forts  or  property,  the  enrolling 
and  drilling  of  troops,  the  unopposed  sundering  of  old 
political  relation  and  the  progressive  steps  in  forming  a 
new  government.  At  the  North,  in  the  infinite  variety 
of  public  opinion,  from  the  over  confident  belief  that 
there  would  be  no  war,  or  if  a war,  that  it  would  last  but 
a few  days,  to  the  baleful  fear  that  the  end  had  indeed 
come,  that  the  South  should  not  and  could  not  be  brought 
back  to  its  allegiance,  and  the  government  which  our 
fathers  had  builded  was  already  dissolved,  there  seemed 
a dull  paralysis  as  if  its  men  were  dazed  by  a situation  at 
once  so  new  and  so  terrible.  Thoughtful  men  looked 
each  other  in  the  face  and  were  almost  afraid  to  give 
utterance  to  their  fears.  All  eyes  were  directed  to 
Charleston  Harbor  where  over  seven  thousand  armed  men 
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were  surrounding  the  little  company  of  Maj.  Anderson 
with  a cordon  of  forts  and  batteries.  On  Friday,  April 
1 2th,  the  telegraph  flashed  North,  East  and  West,  “ The 
ball  has  opened,  war  is  inaugurated.  The  batteries  of 
Sullivan’s  Island,  Morris  Island  and  other  points  were 
opened  on  Fort  Sumpter  at  4 o’clock  this  morning.”  On 
Saturday  came  the  word,  “ At  five  minutes  to  one  o’clock 
the  bombardment  ceased  and  the  American  flag  has  given 
place  to  the  Palmetto  of  South  Carolina.”  Never  in  the 
history  of  the  world  have  so  few  words  caused  such  a 
tremendous  effect.  The  people  of  the  North  who  had 
appeared,  so  far  as  any  outward  acts  were  concerned,  in- 
different to  what  w as  going  on  in  the  South,  became  at 
once  terribly  awake  and  in  earnest.  There  had  been  no 
such  spontaneous  and  universal  outburst  of  patriotism 
since  the  day  of  the  Lexington  fight.  Party  lines  were  dis- 
regarded and  political  differences  were  banished  from 
mens’  minds.  It  was  well  said  that  “ nothing  for  years  has 
brought  the  hearts  of  the  people  so  close  together  or  so 
inspired  them  with  common  hopes  and  common  fears 
and  a common  aim  as  the  bombardment  and  surrender 
of  an  American  fortress.”  Men  thought  only  of  their 
country  and  its  danger. 

On  Monday  the  call  for  75 ,000  men  was  issued  and  from 
every  Northern  State  came  quick  response. 

On  Thursday  the  sixth  Massachusetts  was  escorted 
through  New  York  by  thousands  of  cheering  citizens  and 
by  military  men  who  were  themselves  preparing  to  follow. 
Friday  night  we  heard  that  this  regiment  was  fighting  its 
way  through  Baltimore  and  the  first  blood  had  been 
spilled  ; that  the  famous  New  York  Seventh  had  left 
New  York  for  Washington  ; that  the  arsenal  at  Harper’s 
Ferry  had  been  burned  and  that  Virginia’s  convention 
had  resolved  upon  secession.  In  every  city,  in  every 
town  and  village  in  the  North  men  waited  impatiently 
for  news  which  grew  more  and  more  startling  as  the 
week  advanced.  On  every  side  the  note  of  preparation 
was  sounded  and  citizen  troops  were  arming  for  the 
struggle.  In  the  week  following  that  bombardment  in 
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Charleston  Harbor  the  peaceful  North  had  also  become 
a camp.  A hundred  thousand  men  had  been  enlisted 
and  millions  of  money  had  been  tendered  to  the  admin- 
istration by  a patriotic  and  righteously  wrathful  people. 

In  this  excitement  and  preparation  our  town  fully 
shared.  On  the  27th  of  April  there  was  a large  mass 
meeting  held  in  the  village.  A salute  of  thirty  four  guns 
was  fired  and  a pole  seventy-five  feet  high  was  raised. 
The  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Hubbard  S.  Stickle, 
and  addressed  by  Hon.  Lyman  A.  Chandler,  William  J. 
Wood,  Charles  H.  Kitchel,  Rev.  C.  C.  Clark  and  others. 
Resolutions  were  adopted  declaring  in  the  most  decided 
terms,  as  the  sense  of  the  meeting,  that  “Our  Country  is 
the  whole  United  States,”  that  “secession  is  treason,” 
that  “ we  heartily  approve  without  equivocation  or  reser- 
vation of  the  call  made  by  the  President  for  troops  to 
put  down  causeless,  wanton  and  coldblooded  insurrection 
and  rebellion,  and  if  more  troops  are  wanted  for  that 
purpose  they  should  without  delay  be  called  into  the 
field  ” and  “ that  casting  aside  all  political  questions  and 
ignoring  all  political  divisions,  we  will  stand  by  the 
Federal  Government  in  its  present  efforts  to  defend  the 
Constitution,  execute  the  laws  and  maintain  the  Union.” 

A committee  was  appointed  consisting  of  Lyman  A. 
Chandler,  George  Richards,  Charles  A.  McCarty,  Colum- 
bus Beach  and  Wm.  J.  Wood  “to  raise  and  distribute  all 
funds  necessary  to  equip  and  put  in  the  field  the  volun- 
teers who  desire  to  go  from  the  town  in  answer  to  the 
call  from  the  President,  and  to  raise  funds  necessary  to 
support  and  provide  for  the  families  of  such  volunteers 
as  will  be  left  without  ample  means  of  support.”  Similar 
meetings  were  held  and  a similar  spirit  was  shown  through 
the  country. 

Many  of  our  young  men  were  too  impatient  of  delay 
to  wait  the  formation  of  a township  or  even  a county 
company,  but  enlisted  in  such  regiments  as  were  forming 
in  our  large  cities  and  in  those  of  other  States  as  was  most 
convenient  for  them.  In  this  way  we  lost  trace  of  many 
of  our  citizens,  and  other  localities  received  credit  due  to 
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this  section.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  however,  that 
men  should  forget  township  lines  when  the  nation’s  life 
seemed  to  them  in  such  imminent  peril. 

To  show  the  spirit  which  animated  our  volunteers,  I 
cite  an  individual  case — that  of  a man  who  left  a wife 
and  five  young  children  behind  him,  to  enlist  in  a three 
years  regiment.  When  his  minister  suggested  that  his 
family  had  claims  upon  him,  he  responded  nobly,  “ that 
his  country  had  higher  claims  than  family,  whom  he  did 
not  hesitate  to  commit  to  the  keeping  of  God  and  his 
country.  What  is  my  family  or  yours  if  our  country  be 
not  rescued  from  those  who  are  destroying  it  ?” 

When  within  a year  his  body,  torn  by  bullets,  was 
brought  from  Gettysburg  to  his  bereaved  home,  his  wife 
with  equal  heroism  said,  “I  have  been  reproached  for 
letting  my  dear  husband  go  to  the  army,  but  as  I read 
his  letters  and  recall  his  services  in  this  holy  cause,  I do 
say,  knowing  that  I speak  the*  truth,  here  by  his  mutilated 
body,  that  so  far  from  regretting  what  he  has  done,  I 
glory  in  it.  I do  not  know  how  we  shall  get  along  with- 
out him,  but  he  has  left  a name  of  which  his  children  will 
never  be  ashamed.” 

At  the  time  the  war  broke  out  our  whole  population 
numbered  but  3,551,  as  shown  by  the  census  of  i860. 
Taking  it  for  granted  that  four-fifths  of  this  number  were 
women  and  children,  we  have  710  left  as  the  number  of 
men  in  our  township,  including  the  aged  and  infirm  and 
those  physically  disabled  from  bearing  arms.  Our  roll 
of  deceased  soldiers  numbers  84,  or  more  than  one-ninth 
of  the  entire  number.  It  seems  quite  probable,  from 
what  I can  gather,  that  fully  one-third  of  our  whole  adult 
male  population  enlisted  in  the  service,  and  of  these  one  out 
of  every  three  never  returned  alive. 

In  the  second  year  of  the  war  we  have  a subscription 
paper  “to  raise  a fund  of  $500  to  distribute  among  the 
volunteers  (not  less  than  twenty)  from  this  township  to 
promote  enlistments.”  This  paper  is  dated  July  30th, 
1862,  and  upon  it  was  subscribed  not  $500  only,  but  over 
$3,000,  ($3,013.  89)  and  the  manner  of  the  distribution  of 


7 


this  is  valuable  to  us  for  history.  A part  of  the  fund  was 
paid  to  six  men  of  Company  E,  i ith  N.  J.  Vols.  Another 
part  was  paid  to  six  men  who  enlisted  in  Co.  C,  15th  N.  J. 
Vols.  Another  part  was  paid  to  sixteen  men  of  Co.  F,  15th 
N.  J.Vols.  and  the  balance  to  ninety-two  men  who  enlisted 
in  Company  L,  27th  Reg’t,  N.  J.Vols.— our  Rockaway  com- 
pany. Thus  it  appears  that  in  the  space  of  two  or  three 
months  in  the  year  1862  in  these  three  regiments  alone, 
120  men  went  from  this  township.  When  we  consider 
how  many  were  in  Co.  K of  the  7th,  Co’s  A and  B of  the 
8th  and  in  regiments  of  other  States,  it  is  more  than  prob- 
able that  the  proportion  of  the  population  of  the  township 
in  service  which  I haye  stated  is  not  exaggerated. 

It  should  not  be  overlooked  that  throughout  the  war  the 
ladies  of  the  place  rendered  evidence  of  equal  zeal  in  the 
service.  We  have  a memorandum  that  they  raised  $143 
by  subscription  with  which  they  very  profitably  cele- 
brated the  Fourth  of  July,  1863,  raising  $300  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  families  of  soldiers. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  our  men  who  had  en- 
listed in  other  places  the  quota  of  our  township  in  the 
call  of  1864  was  peculiarly  heavy.  It  appears  by  the 
town  books  that  there  was  issued  scrip  to  the  amount  of 
$33,600  to  96  men  and  when  by  the  proclamation  of 
December  17th,  1864,  it  appeared  that  300,000  men  were 
required,  our  quota  was  ascertained  to  be  twenty  ad- 
ditional. The  people  at  once  voted  to  give  these  men 
the  same  as  those  of  the  former  quota  received,  but  the 
close  of  the  war  interrupted  the  call  when  four  only  of 
the  twenty  had  responded  and  received  the  township  aid. 
To  the  financial  credit  of  the  town  it  should  be  .stated 
that  the  $35,000  thus  given  in  scrip  to  this  one  hundred 
men  was  paid  promptly  with  interest  at  the  time  it  be- 
came due,  all  before  the  close  of  the  year  1871. 

And  what  was  done  by  the  “ boys  in  blue  ” who  went 
from  these  pleasant  hills. 

Everywhere  with  the  army  of  the  Potomac  and  some- 
times also  in  the  Western  armies,  where  danger  was  to 
be  faced  or  the  hardships  and  perils  of  a soldier’s  life 
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were  to  be  endured,  in  the  swamp  of  the  Chickahominy 
and  in  the  dismal  prison  pens  of  Andersonville  and  Salis- 
bury, Rockaway  township  had  its  representatives. 

Cumberland  River,  Spottsylvania,  Gettysburg  and 
Petersburg  are  inscribed  on  our  monument. 

The  first  brings  to  our  mind  that  awful  day  when  the 
news  came  from  the  West  that  nineteen  of  our  volunteer 
company  had  met  their  fate  by  an  accident  as  singular 
as  it  was  dreadful.  This  company  with  its  regiment,  left 
the  State  on  the  10th  of  October,  1862,  and  proceeded  to 
Washington.  For  a month  or  two  it  did  duty  about 
Alexandria  in  the  defenses  Of  the  capital.  On  December 
1st,  following,  it  marched  to  the  front  and  joined  the  Ninth 
Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  At  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg  the  regiment  was  on  the  South  bank  of 
the  Rappahannock  near  the  gas  house  below  the  town. 
Though  constantly  expecting  to  be  called  to  take  part  in 
the  attack  upon  Marie’s  Heights  directly  in  their  front  it 
was  their  good  fortune  not  to  be  ordered  into  that  terrible 
and  useless  slaughter  and  to  recross  the  river  with- 
out losing  a man.  From  the  nth  of  Feb.  to  the  19th  of 
March  the  regiment  was  detached  from  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  and  did  duty  at  Newport  News.  In  March  the 
Ninth  Corps  was  sent  to  the  Western  Department  and  here 
the  regiment  which  had  hitherto  escaped  losses  in  battle, 
met  in  the  strict  line  of  its  duty  with  the  accident  by 
which  more  than  one-fourth  of  those  present  lost  their 
lives.  The  story  of  this  disaster  is  thus  told  by  Lieutenant 
Henry  Lumsden,  who  was  an  eye-witness  : 

“The  Twenty-Seventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  One 
Hundred  and  Third  Ohio  and  Second  East  Tennessee 
left  their  camp  at  Stanford  as  the  infantry  part  of  a 
column  pursuing  the  rebel  General  Morgan.  After 
driving  him  out  of  Kentucky,  they  were  returning  to 
Somerset  to  be  near  their  supplies,  when  they  came  to 
the  Cumberland.  When  the  Twenty- Seventh  reached 
the  river  they  found  two  ropes  across,  fastened  about  one 
hundred  feet  apart  to  twe  trees  on  the  South  bank,  and 
crossing  and  fastened  to  one  tree  on  the  North  bank.  The 
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artillery  was  crossing  by  the  lower  rope  and  the  infantry 
by  the  upper  one,  on  flat  boats  manned  by  a detail  from 
the  Twelfth  Illinois  Regiment.  As  the  boat  containing 
our  men  was  crossing  and  had  reached  the  middle  of  the 
stream,  the  men  lost  their  hold  on  the  rope  and  the  boat 
drifted  down  the  stream.  Reaching  the  lower  rope  the 
men  manfully  endeavored  to  throw  it  over  their  heads, 
but  the  current,  swelled  by  the  recent  rains,  was  very 
swift  and  their  effort  was  unsuccessful.  The  rope  caught 
and  in  an  instant  the  boat  was  upset  and  sixty  men  were 
struggling  together  in  the  water.  Most  of  them  had 
their  rifles,  blankets  and  equipments  strapped  to  their 
shoulders,  which  prevented  them  from  making  the  effort 
they  otherwise  might  hav»e  made,  to  escape.  Thirty-two 
of  the  number  were  drowned.  Some  of  the  bodies  were 
recovered  and  buried  by  their  comrades,  but  others  were 
never  found.” 

Of  the  thirty-two  who  were  lost,  the  following  nine- 
teen were  from  Rockaway. 

Gideon  Bostedo,  Joseph  Class,  Jesse  DeMouth,  Lemuel 
DeGraw,  James  H.  Fuller.  Lewis  O.  Green,  Barnabas  K. 
Miller,  John  McCloskey,  Edward  Nichols,  William  Oca- 
bock,  Thomas  Odell,  James  O’Neil,  Ralston  Peer,  Wilson 
Pittenger,  James  Shaw,  George  Shawger,  Eliakim  San- 
ders, Samuel  H.  Smith  and  William  H.  Weaver. 

Of  this  same  company  there  perished  by  disease  : 

William  Howrell,  John  Tenike,  Lewis  Ward,  James  M. 
Freeman,  James  H.  Collard,  Joseph  DeGraw,  William 
DeMouth,  Thomas  DeMouth,  William  Haycock  and  Wil- 
liam Duly. 

As  I have  stated  many  of  the  young  men  of  the  town- 
ship did  not  wait  the  formation  of  New  Jersey  regiments, 
but  enlisted  in  companies  forming  in  N ew  Y ork.  Of  these, 

Edward  L.  Marsh  enlisted  May  7th,  1861,  in  Company 
E,  Thirty-Eighth  New  York  Volunteers.  He  was  made 
prisoner  July  24th,  1861,  at  Bull  Run,  and  taken  to  Libby 
Prison,  from  which  he  was  released  January  3d,  1862. 
He  died  at  his  home  in  Rockaway,  May  30th,  1862,  from 
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the  effects  of  his  imprisonment.  He  was  the  first  soldier 
to  be  buried  at  Rockaway. 

Joseph  E.  Dickerson  enlisted  just  after  the  battle  of 
Bull  Run  in  Company  A,  Second  Regiment  New  York 
Cavalry  Volunteers.  He  died  of  typhoid  fever  February 
3d,  1862,  at  Arlington  Hospital.  He  was  in  the  battle  of 
Ball’s  Bluff. 

Edward  Smith  enlisted  October  3d,  1861,  in  the  Sixty- 
Sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  and  died  of  fever  February 
1st,  1862. 

In  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  was  Hampton 
Whitehead,  Co.  E,  who  died  at  Brickyard  Hospital,  New- 
bern,  North  Carolina,  March  17th,  1862,  of  wounds  re- 
ceived March  14th.  He  received  a ball  through  the 
lungs,  and  after  his  wound  he  called  the  officer  command- 
ing his  company  to  him  and  said,  “Lieutenant,  I am 
going  to  die,  but  give  it  to  them  ! give  it  to  them  ! ” 

Here  also  was  James  Dougherty,  Co.  C,  who  died 
August  3d,  1864,  in  Anderson ville  Prison. 

In  McClellan’s  campaign  on  the  Peninsula  in  1862  the 
following  seven  lost  their  lives  : 

Jabez  Wingate,  of  Co.  D,  Seventieth  N.  Y.,  was  shot 
through  the  head  May  5th,  1862,  at  the  battle  of  Williams- 
burg, Virginia. 

William  H.  Stickle,  of  the  same  company,  was  also 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Williamsburg. 

George  Wesley  Peer,  Co.  K,  7th  N.  J.,  died  May  13th, 
1862,  at  Yorktown,  of  fever.  His  commanding  officer 
wrote,  “ He  was  a good  soldier,  and  much  beloved  by  all 
his  comrades.” 

William  H.  Gard,  Co.  I,  8th  N.  J.,  also  died  of  fever  at 
Yorktown,  Virginia,  June  5th,  1862. 

John  W.  Palmer,  Co.  A,  8th  N.  J.,  died  of  fever  at 
Bottom  Bridge,  June  23d,  1862. 

George  W.  Blakely,  Co.  K,  7th  N.  J.,  died  of  typhoid 
fever  July  28th,  1862,'  at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  New  York. 

Jacob  M.  Kinney,  Co.  A,  8th  N.  J.,  was  taken  prisoner 
at  Fair  Oaks,  Va.,  June  28th,  1862,  and  died  of  privation 
at  Belle  Island,  August  5th,  1862. 


Two  of  our  young  men  were  killed  during  Pope’s  cam- 
paign in  Virginia,  viz  : 

Chileon  Odell,  Co.  A,  ioist  N.  Y.,  was  killed  August 
29th,  1862,  at  Bull  Run. 

John  R.  Lyon,  Co.  K,  7th  N.  J.,  died  September  3d, 
1862,  of  wounds  received  at  the  battle  of  Bristow  Station, 
Virginia,  August  29th,  1862. 

During  this  same  year,  1862,  besides  those  who  were 
killed,  the  following  men  died  of  disease  : 

Abraham  Stickle,  Co.  D,  nth  N.  J.,  died  August  18th, 
1862,  at  Trenton. 

Mahlon  J.  Stickle,  Battery  B,  1st  N.  J.  Art.,  died  Sept. 
1st,  1862. 

Lewis  Shawger,  Co.  F,  51st  N.  Y.,  died  November  10th, 
1862,  at  General  Hospital,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Richard  Henderson,  Co.  H,  nth  N.  J.,  died  December 
30th,  1862. 

The  campaign  of  1863  opened  with  the  battles  of  Chan- 
cellorsville  and  Salem  Heights,  and  in  them  the  follow- 
ing lost  their  lives  ; 

Thomas  Jefferson  Hyler,  Co.  A,  8th  N.  J.,  was  killed 
at  Chancell orsville,  May  3d,  1863. 

Daniel  H.  Palmer,  Co.  E,  nth  N.  J.,  was  wounded  at 
Chancellorsville,  May  3d.  and  taken  to  Washington, 
where  he  died  June  23d,  1863. 

Felix  Cash,  Co.  F,  15th  N.  J.,  was  shot  in  the  arm  in 
the  afternoon  of  May  3d,  at  Salem  Heights,  and  was  taken 
to  Potomac  Creek  Hospital,  where  he  died  May  16th,  1863. 

In  this  same  battle  one  of  our  soldiers,  Daniel  Morgan, 
lost  his  left  arm  and  another,  Robert  Whitham,  his  right 
arm. 

Then  followed  the  Gettyburg  campaign,  when  the  fol- 
lowing lost  their  lives  : 

Anson  R.  Waer,  Co.  A,  8th  N.  J.,  was  killed  at  Gettys- 
burg, July  3d,  1863. 

Thomas  Tinney,  Co.  E,  nth  N.  J.,  was  instantly  killed 
by  a cannon  ball  July  2d,  1863,  in  the  “ Peach  Orchard  ” 
at  Gettysburg,  and  fills  an  unknown  grave. 


Eliphalet  Sturtevant,  Sergeant  Co.  E,  nth  N.  J.,  was 
wounded  July  2d,  and  died  of  his  wounds  J uly  13th,  1863. 

In  this  year,  1863,  there  died  from  disease  from  this 
township  : 

Joseph  Smith,  2d  Dist.  Col.  Vols.,  died  February  19th, 
1863. 

Columbus  M.  Shawger,  Co.  E,  nth  N.  J.,  died  March 
29th,  1863. 

Benajah  D.  Waer,  Co.  F,  15th  N.  J.  Vols.,  died  May  9th, 

1863. 

William  Heminover,  Co.  G,  1st  N.  J.  Cav.,  died  February 
8th,  1863. 

In  Grant’s  Wilderness  Campaign  of  1864,  five  men  from 
Rockaway  were  killed,  all  of  the  Fifteenth  N.  J.  Regiment: 

Alfred  B.  Jackson,  Co.  D,  was  killed  in  the  unsuccessful 
charge  at  Spottsylvania,  on  the  afternoon  of  May  8th. 

Bernard  Johnson,  Co.  D,  was  wounded  in  the  charge 
of  May  8th,  at  Spottsylvania,  but  lingered  until  May  20th, 

1864,  when  he  died  of  his  wounds. 

John  Moran,  Co.  D,  was  wounded  at  Spottsylvania, 
and  died  in  the  field  hospital  May  12th,  1864. 

Jeremiah  Haycock,  Co.  C,  whose  father  died  while 
serving  in  the  Twenty- Seventh  New  Jersey  Vols.,  was 
wounded  in  the  charge  of  May  8th,  at  Spottsylvania,  and 
died  the  next  day  in  a field  hospital. 

George  Daniel  Foulds,  Co.  F,  was  killed  at  “ The  Angle,” 
at  Spottsylvania,  May  12th,  1864.  He  was  in  every  battle 
of  his  regiment  from  Fredericksburg  until  he  was  killed. 

In  1864  Andersonville  and  Salisbury  prison  pens  de- 
stroyed nearly  as  many  as  the  bullet,  and  of  these  the 
following,  besides  the  one  already  named,  were  from 
Rockaway  : 

Joshua  Beach,  Co.  E,  nth  N.  J.,  who  was  captured  at 
Locust  Grove,  near  Mine  Run,  November  27th,  1863,  died 
August  1st,  1864,  of  privation,  at  Andersonville. 

Gilbert  D.  Blanchard,  Co.  K,  7th  N.  J.,  was  captured 
June  23d,  1864,  before  Petersburg,  taken  to  Anderson- 
ville, and  died  there  of  dropsy  induced  by  exposure,  etc., 
August  13th,  1864. 
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Cyrus  L.  Talmadge,  Co.  E,  nth  N.  J.,  was  captured  at 
Locust  Grove,  Virginia,  November  27th,  1863,  taken  to 
Andersonville,  and  died  there  September  2d,  1864. 

Samuel  Farrand  Kitchel,  Co.  C,  7th  N.  J.,  was  captured 
at  Spottsylvania,  Virginia,  May  8th,  1864,  and  died  at 
Andersonville,  September  12th,  1864. 

John  T.  Heminover,  Co.  E,  3d  N.  J.  Cavalry,  died  at 
Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  December  4th,  1864, 

George  Crim,  Co.  K,  Harris’  Light  Cavalry,  (2d  N.  Y.) 
was  taken  prisoner  March  3d,  1864,  in  Kilpatrick’s  raid, 
near  Richmond,  and  died  at  Andersonville,  October  26th, 
1864. 

During  this  year  there  also  perished  by  disease  the 
following  : 

Amos  Sayre,  Co.  D,  5th  N.  J.,  died  April  1st,  1864. 

Elijah  Struble,  Co.  C,  2d  N.  J.  Cav.,  died  June  4th,  1864. 

Charles  Spencer,  Co.  D,  5th  N.  J.,died  June  14th,  1864. 

William  Greenswyck,Co.  D,  5th  N.  J.,  died  Oct,  8th,  1864. 

John  Spear,  Co.  K,  7th  N.  J.,  died  December  j 4,  1864. 

In  the  closing  scenes  of  the  war,  in  and  about  Peters- 
burg, which  was  invested  on  one  side  in  July,  1864,  and 
finally  captured  in  April,  1865, the  following  lost  their  lives: 

Edwin  Zeek,  Co.  E,  First  N.  J.  Cav.,  died  of  fever,  near 
Petersburg,  January  18th,  1865. 

William  Thompson,  Co.  G,  Eighth  N.  J.  Vols.,  was  killed 
by  a sharpshooter  before  Petersburg,  Virginia,  Septem- 
ber 26th,  1864. 

William  R.  Shores,  Co.  E,  First  N.  J.  Cav.,  was  killed 
at  Farmville,  near  Appomattox  Court  House,  Virginia, 
April  6th,  1865,  while  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

Lemuel  O.  Smith,  Co.  E.  First  N.  J.  Cav.,  was  killed 
April  9th,  1865,  near  Appomattox  Court  House,  Virginia. 

Abraham  Earls,  Co.  K,  Thirty-ninth  N.  J.  Vols.,  was 
wounded  at  Petersburg,  and  died  May  6th,  1865,  at 
Alexandria,  Virginia. 

In  the  Western  armies  : 

John  Henry  Beach,  of  Co.  H,  135th  Indiana  Regiment 
of  one  hundred  days’  men,  died  of  typhoid  fever,  June 
30th,  1864,  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama. 
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Edward  Barnes,  of  Co.  C,  Fourth  Wisconsin  Cav.,  died 
of  disease  contracted  in  the  service,  May  8th,  1864,  at 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana. 

Besides  those  named,  and  who  died  in  battle,  in  hos- 
pital, or  as  prisoners  of  war,  the  following  died  at  home 
from  wounds  received  or  disease  contracted  in  the  service  : 

Clifton  Peer,  Co.  K,  First  N.  J.  Vols.,  died  February  5th, 
1865,  of  disease  contracted  in  the  service. 

Elijah  D.  Bruen,  Co.  K,  Seventh  N.J.Vols.,  died  while 
on  furlough,  at  Rockaway,  June  7th,  1865,  of  disease  con- 
tracted in  the  service. 

Jacob  P.  Stickle,  Jr.,  Battery  B,  First  N.  J.  Art.,  was 
discharged  October  10th,  1862,  and  died  at  Boonton. 

Henry  Weaver,  Co.  A,  Eighth  N.  J.  Vols.,  was  dis- 
charged August  15th,  1865,  on  account  of  wounds  received 
in  action,  and  died  from  consumption  and  his  unhealed 
wounds,  December  27th,  1866. 

And  so  the  war  at  last  came  to  an  end,  and  those  who 
were  so  fortunate  as  to  have  life  left  to  them  came  back 
and  took  up  the  duties  of  civil  life.  At  first  there  was 
no  thought  of  setting  apart  a day  in  special  honor  of 
those  who  had  died  for  the  L^nion,  but  in  1868,  General 
John  A.  Logan,  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  at  the  second  national  encamp- 
ment, directed  the  observance  of  the  Thirtieth  day  of 
May,  in  each  year,  as  Memorial  Day  and  the  national  en- 
campment, on  his  recommendation,  made  the  observance 
of  the  day  general  and  binding  on  the  organization.  On 
this  first  Decoration  Day  in  1869,  in  this  village,  in  answer 
to  a call  for  a meeting,  without  the  announcement  of  dis- 
tinguished speakers,  and  for  the  sole  object  for  which  the 
day  -was  set  apart,  a company  assembled  which  filled  this 
church  to  overflowing.  It  was  in  many  respects  a re- 
markable meeting.  There  was  scarcely  a person  in  the 
whole  assembly  who  had  not  lost  a relative  or  near  friend 
in  the  war.  At  that  meeting  twenty-two  years  ago,  two 
objects  were  resolved  upon.  The  erection  of  a suitable 
monument  and  the  placing  in  a permanent  form  the 
records  of  the  services  of  our  soldiers.  Committees  were 
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appointed  for  both  objects  and  in  June,  a society,  the 
first,  I believe,  of  the  kind  in  the  State,  was  organized, 
called  “ The  Soldiers  Memorial  Association,  of  Rocka- 
away  Township,”  which  had  for  its  object  “ the  perpetua- 
tion of  the  memory  of  the  citizens  of  this  township,  who 
were  soldiers  in  the  late  war  and  of  the  services  they 
rendered  their  county.”  Its  first  officers  were  Dr.  Colum- 
bus Beach,  President  ; John  B.  Lounsbury,  Vice  Presi- 
dent ; Mahlon  Hoagland,  Treasurer,  and  Henry  D.  Tuttle, 
Secretary.  From  that  time  till  now  the  association  has 
assembled  on  every  Decoration  Day.  The  interest  has 
never  flagged  and  at  no  time  has  this  occasion  failed  to 
bring  together  a large  and  interested  audience.  The 
people  met,  not  because  there  is  a law  creating  the  day  a 
holiday,  but  because  there  has  always  been  in  them  a spirit 
of  sympathy  with  its  object  going  beyond  the  law. 

In  the  celebration  of  this  day  we  show  a grateful 
memory  of  the  honored  dead,  our  sympathy  with  those 
who  suffer  most  keenly  their  loss,  and  we  do  reverence 
to  the  spirit  of  manhood  and  exalted  patriotism  which  led 
men  at  that  time  when  the  fundamental  principles  of  our 
government  were  at  stake,  freely  to  imperil  in  their  de- 
fence all  that  made  life  dear  to  them.  They  forsook  all 
that  men  commonly  prize,  their  daily  avocations,  their 
homes  and  their  families,  and  said  by  their  actions  that 
there  were  things  worth  more  than  all  these,  more  than 
life  itself — the  honor,  integrity  and  liberty  of  the  nation. 

In  1871,  through  the  instrumentality  of  Dr.  Beach,  who 
was  then  in  the  State  Senate,  a law  was  enacted  au- 
thorizing the  inhabitants  of  townships  to  vote  to  raise 
money  to  erect  monuments  to  their  deceased  soldiers. 
For  many  years  this  law  was  not  acted  upon  by  this 
township,  but  at  the  meeting  of  the  association  on  May 
30th,  1890,  it  was  resolved  to  bring  this  matter  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  people  in  their  primaries,  and  a committee 
consisting  of  John  Norris,  Abraham  Kaufman,  John  W. 
Jackson,  Mahlon  Hoagland,  Jr.,  and  A.  R.  Taylor  were 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  regard  to  a proper  site,  and  with  the  Township 
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Committee  and  all  others  interested.  They  accomplished 
the  object  of'  their  appointment  and  on  all  the  tickets 
voted  at  the  Spring  election  in  1891  was  this  resolution  : 
“ Resolved,  That  we  raise  $3,000,  to  be  paid  to  the 
Soldiers  Memorial  Association  of  Rockaway  Township* 
for  the  erection  of  a soldiers  monument.” 

The  money  was  raised.  The  former  committee  was 
appointed  a building  committee  at  the  meeting  of  the 
association  in  May,  1891,  with  instructions  to  build  of 
granite.  The  Rockaway  Presbyterian  Church,  at  a parish 
meeting  held  the  30th  day  of  September,  1891,  donated 
to  the  township  the  necessary  plot  of  ground  upon  which 
to  place  it,  and  the  result  is  before  us. 

But,  let  us  not  think  that  because  we  have  erected  this 
monument  our  duty  is  done.  On  every  anniversary  of 
this  day  let  a grateful  people  assemble  and  with 
affectionate  hands,  decorate  these  sacred  graves  and  let 
us  keep  the  promise  made  to  the  departed  heroes  when 
they  marched  into  the  grim  battle,  and  faced  death  in  so 
many  hideous  forms,  that  to  them  should  be  the  reward 
of  patriots,  with  life  would  be  victory,  and  death  should 
bring  to  them  eternal  glory. 

How  sleep  the  brave,  who  sink  to  rest, 

By  all  their  country’s  wishes  blest  ! 

When  Spring,  with  dewy  fingers  cold, 

Returns  to  deck  their  hallow’d  mould, 

She  there  shall  dress  a sweeter  sod 
Than  Fancy’s  feet  have  ever  trod. 

By  fairy  hands  their  knell  is  rung 
By  forms  unseen  their  dirge  is  sung. 

There  Honour  comes,  a pilgrim  gray, 

To  bless  the  turf  that  wraps  their  clay : 

And  Freedom  shall  awhile  repair, 

To  dwell,  a weeping  hermit,  there.' 


